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From one of his sympathizers he received a manful and
amusing letter of encouragement, which shows how af-
fectionately he was regarded by some of the laity in his
communion:

I believe that, as far as the preachers have power, they will

close the New Connexion pulpits against you, Human nature
is the same in every Conference, whether Episcopalian, Wes-
leyan, New Connexion, Primitive, or Cjuaker. And the only
way for such men as you and Caughey to escape the mental
rack and handcuffs is to take out a licence to hawk salvation
from the great Magistrate above, and absolutely refuse to have
any other master,

O Brother Booth, if 1 could preach and floor the sinners like
you can, 1 would not thank Queen Victoria to be my aunt or
cousin I When I hear or read of your success, 1 could wish
to be your shoe-black! There is no man of whom 1 have read,
Gaughey cxcepted, who has equalled you fen* usefulness, con-
sidering1 the short time you have been at it. And for you to
allow the decrees of the New Connexion Conference, or of
any other conclave of men, to turn you away from follow-
ing the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is what 1 cannot hear
to think of. I know what you feel, and 1 also have shed the
big agonizing tear, when placed in the same circumstances.
Glory he to God, T am free, and ! will keep so. You know
what the wolf said to Towser, "Half a meal with liberty is
better than a whole one without it!y*

The Booths were sent to Brighousa; "a low smoky
town/' said Mrs. Booth, " and we are situated in the worst
part of it." Their superintendent is described as ** a
sombre, funereal kind of being . . * utterly incapable of co-
operating with Mr. Booth in his ardent views and plans for
the salvation of the people/1 It wan a sad and very
melancholy time, only relieved by the domestic happiness
of a second addition to their family in the person of Ball-
ington Booth. " Labour in this circuit/* wrote William
Booth, " is the most like ploughing on a rock of anything
I ever experienced in my life/1 He cries out that he can
only be happy " in a lloodtide of salvation/* and titters the
desire of his heart to be " independent of all conclaves,
councils, synods, and conferences/*

It was at Brighousc that Mrs. Booth began to help in
the work of the Church, and this she did successfully in